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The entire action of the play takes place in a theatre we imagine 
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Thornton Wilder
Thornton Wilder was born during the late 19th century into a wealthy and conservative 
Wisconson family that instilled the religious and moral values seen in his literary works. 
Wilder obtained an extensive and prestigious education from institutions including Oberlin 
College, Yale University and Princeton University where he received his master’s degree in 
English in1926. In addition to becoming a faculty member at the University of Chicago post-
graduation, Wilder began writing American novels including his first Pulitzer Prize winner, The 
Bridge of San Luis Rey in 1927 and Heaven’s My Destination in 1935. His most acclaimed 
works include the dramaturgical works Our Town, 1938, and The Skin of Our Teeth, 1942, 
both of which received Pulitzer Prizes. 
After returing from service abroad during World War II, Wilder continued to produce novels 
and plays that explored themes of life and death including:
 
A Life In the Sun, 1955, The 
Seven Deadly Sins, 1964, Seven Ages of Man, 1964 and Eighth Day, 1968, for which he 
won a National  Medal for Literature. Readers who have experienced Wilder’s works have 
found both a sense of relatability, and comfort in the everyday lives of his characters. Wilder’s 
ability to connect to his literary and dramaturgical audiences can be felt through his consistent 
message to appreciate life’s little gifts and find solace in the ordinary.
Wilder’s first major play, Our Town, is set in the small town of Grover’s Corners, New 
Hampshire. Beginning with its first production in 1938, the play capitivated audiences in New 
Jersey, Boston and New York with its emphasis on unchanging moral values and community 
living through difficult war-torn times. The three acts of the play: “Daily Routine”, “Love 
and Marriage”, and “Death” highlight the major and minor themes of the play- the cyclical 
patterns of life and those that we take for granted which Wilder urges us to break by living 
in the moment. The unconventional minimal scenery assists in cultivating imagination and 
audience immersion into Grover’s Corners for the duration of the play. 
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JOHN GARRITY
(Director) has been a member of the 
Providence College faculty since 1976. 
Mr. Garrity has worked at the Olney 
Theatre Center in Maryland, at the MCC 
theatre in New York and has directed 
many plays at Providence College; most 
recently, Playhouse Creatures in 2016 
The Good Doctor in 2014, The Illusion co-
directed with Patrick Mark Saunders ‘13 
in 2013 and Poor Murderer in 2012. He 
served as Managing Director of Theatre 
at Providence College for over 25 years 
and is the recipient of the Providence 
College Alumni Association award for 
exemplary service in administration. He 
has also contributed theatre reviews to 
the New England Theatre Conference 
Journal.
JEN ROCK 
(Lighting Design): Jen is thrilled to be 
joining Providence College once again. 
Previously at PC: Playhouse Creatures, 
Blithe Spirit, The Imaginary Invalid, These 
Shining Lives, Lend Me a Tenor, and The 
Illusion.  Elsewhere, Jen has designed 
lighting for companies and schools across 
New England, including: Speakeasy 
Stage Company, Company One, The 
Gamm Theatre, Actors Shakespeare 
Project, Connecticut Repertory Theatre, 
The University of Rhode Island, and 
Connecticut College.  Jen is the recipient 
of the 2013 & 2014 Eliot Norton Award 
for Outstanding Design for a Midstage, 
Small, or Fringe Theatre.  Jen holds an 
M.F.A. in lighting design from the University 
of Connecticut and serves on the faculty 
of Performing Arts at Eastern Connecticut 
State University.
MAXINE WHEELOCK
(Costume Design): Since 2006 Maxine has 
been the Costume Shop Supervisor in the 
department of Theatre, Dance and Film at 
Providence College.  In those ten years 
she has built and/or coordinated costumes 
for all theatre and dance productions, 
working with many different designers 
and choreographers.  Prior to coming to 
PC she served as principal dressmaker at 
Foothills Theatre and costume designer at 
the Forum Theatre, both regional theatres 
in Worcester, Massachusetts.  She was 
principal dressmaker for Wood & Poplyk, 
whose design work for “Showboat” was 
nominated for an Emmy after airing on the 
PBS series “Great Performances”.  Always 
enjoying the collaborative effort necessary 
to create theatre, it has been a pleasure 
to fill a different role in that process for this 
production. 
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THANK YOU TO THE
FOLLOWING BUSINESSES 
FOR THEIR SUPPORT OF OUR PUBLICITY!
Help us reach our goal of making all scholarships full-tuition scholarships. 
 Blackfriars Guild Scholarship
 John Bowab Scholarship
 John Patrick Garrity Jr. ‘73 Scholarship
 John F. Leonard Scholarship
Donations to scholarship funds are fully tax deductible. Send your donation 
in any amount to:
 Department of Theatre, Dance & Film
 Providence College
 One Cunningham Square, Providence, RI 02918
PHOTOGRAPHY OR VIDEO RECORDING of any kind is strictly prohibited during 
performances in the Angell Blackfriars Theatre and the Bowab Studio Theatre.  
PLEASE TURN OFF ALL CELLULAR PHONES AND PAGERS before the performance begins. 
TEXT MESSAGING  IS NOT PERMITTED IN THE THEATRE during the performance out 
of respect to the performers and as a courtesy to those seated near you.
ACCESSIBLE RESTROOMS are located at either end of the main lobby.
THE MAIN RESTROOMS are located down the stairs in the lower lobby. 
TICKETS FOR EVENTS in the Angell Blackfriars Theatre and Bowab Studio Theatre may 
be purchased online or over the telephone by Visa or Mastercard. If you are on our mailing list, 
information will be sent to you prior to all mainstage events.  To be placed on our mailing list or to 
purchase tickets, call 401-865-2218 or visit www.providence.edu/theatre.
THE BOX OFFICE AT THE SMITH CENTER FOR THE ARTS is open for walk-up sales 
1:30-5:00 PM Monday through Friday when classes are in session, and one hour prior to curtain on 
performance days.  Cash, check, or credit cards are accepted for walk-up sales. 
ALL TICKET SALES ARE FINAL AND CANNOT BE REFUNDED.  You may exchange 
tickets for a different performance of the same production by returning your tickets to the Box 
Office up to 24 hours prior to curtain, subject to seat availablity.
BOX OFFICE: 401-865-2218
www.providence.edu/theatre
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